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Sandinistas’
‘institutional’
phase begins

By James Bock
Mexico City Bureau of The Sun

MEXICO CITY — Daniel Ortega
Sacvedra’s inauguration today as
Nicaragua’s president ushers in a
new, “institutional” phase of the
five-year-old Sandinista revolution,
but leaves the nation’s leadership in-
tact.

Real decision-making power is
exp:cted to reside in the unelected,
nine-member directorate of the San-
dinista National Liberation Front, as

it has for the past five years. Mr. -

Ortega is one of the nine coman-
dantes.
The November 4 vote essentially

ratified the Sandinista status quo. .

President-elect Ortega and Vice
President-elect Sergio Ramirez Mer-

cado have been the dominant mem- :

bers of Nicaragua’s three-man revo-
lutionary junta. Carlos Nunez, who
will head the Sandinista-dominated
Constituent Assembly, also led the
Sandinista-appointed Council of
State.

Mr. Ortega, a 39-year-old former
guerrilla leader, was elected presi-

dent with 63 percent of the vote. Six

parties cnallenged the Sandinistas;
other opponents boycotted the elec-
tion.

He will face a daunting arrav of
problems: war with rebels. financed
until recently by the CIA; popular
opposition to the military draft; per-

sistent shortages of foreign currency

and consumer goods

the Catholj i

Mr. Ortega says his No. 1 prob-
lem is U.S. refusal to accept the San-
dinista revolution. The United
States, which tried to discredit the
election as a “Soviet-style sham,” is
reportedly about to launch a new
campaign of charges that Nicaragua
is engaged in an unwarranted, Sovi-
et-backed military buildup. The Rea-
gan administration also will attempt
to persuade Congress to renew co-
vert aid to the rebels.

U.S.-Nicaraguan talks in Mexico
have shown no results, and U.S. ob-
jections to a Central American
peace plan drawn up by the Contado-
ra group — Mexico, Venezueia, Co-
lombia and Panama — have slowed
that process.

Sandinista sympathizers hailed
the November election as a “politi-
cal opening” that subjected the revo-
lutionary government to unprece-
dented criticism. But key political
opponents, headed by former junta
member Arturo Cruz, contended that
Sandinista control of the state ap-
paratus had stacked the electoral
deck. !

Since the election, the opposition
has charged that harassment of po-
litical dissidents has been stepped
up. An editor of the opposition news-
paper La Prensa, Pedro Joaquin
Chamorro, left the country two
weeks ago in despair over increased
censorship.

Mr. Cruz, who expressed hope in
a post-eiection interview that Mr.
Ortega would moderate Sandinista
policies, wrote last month: I badly
underestimated the vigor with which
the newly elected Nicaraguan gov-
ernment would proceed to repress
its opponents and militarize the
state.”

Mr. Ortega is a solemn. quiet
man who looks more like a college
professor than a revolutionary fire-
brand. But his revolutionary roots
run deep. First arrested for political
activities at age 15, he spent seven
years in jail during the waning years
of the Somoza dictatorship. One
brother, Humberto, is Nicaraguan
minister of defense. Another, Cami-
lo, was killed in 1978 during the fight
against Anastasio Somoza Debayle.

Considered a moderate among
the nine Sandinista leaders, Mr. -
Ortega was chosen to be the revolu-
tion’s front man partly because of
his lack of charisma, according to
some Sandinista-watchers. He was
not viewed as a threat to seize per-
sonal power. His laconic speaking
style often leads to restlessness
among crowds at Sandinista ralljes.

, Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/14 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000100570003-9



